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they were legitimately of age. Well, that was the intent of 
that...of that piece, of that tool, and as it evolved over time, 
why it has been used as another offense. In my opinion and from 
what I have been told, that was not what it was intended for in 
the first place. It was intended as a defense for that...for 
that retailer, that person who is selling alcohol. And as 
Senator Brashear had alluded to, you know, we...when these kind 
of things...when these kind of things happen in the retail 
sector, it puts undue burden upon someone who is paying taxes, a 
lot of taxes. It's not only the lottery tickets that you have
to abide by those rules, it is not only tobacco and it's not
only alcohol, but we also have to abide by other rules set down 
by the Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Dairy and Foods, 
there are regulations we have to follow there, so that, after 
all, you know, we can't...this is something we try to do is to 
keep people healthy in this state also, not get them sick. 
E-coli, that new bacteria, that's something, you know, and that 
is in the destiny of the people's hands who buy meat. All you 
have to do is cook it. If you don't want to get in trouble with 
alcohol, don't drink it or drink it in moderation. If you don't 
want to get hooked on tobacco, don't buy it. This is, you know, 
how much.. .how much can we do to protect people from themselves?
You know I wonder. You have the violations, the violations that
have occurred, as I said before, 100 percent of those violations 
in retail grocery stores in the Omaha area were from compliance 
checks. That tells me, that sends me a message that minors are 
obtaining alcohol in other ways than going in and buying it. 
When a compliance check is run, they are not going to use 
someone who looks like he's 12-years-old who could be 18, not 
going to do that. They're going to use someone, don't kid me, 
they're going to use someone who looks like he is 25-years-old. 
Otherwise, if they took the average 18-year-old off the street, 
it'd be a dead ringer. I tell you what, they'd have him in two 
seconds. They'd run his rear out of that place as fast, faster 
than he came in. So you see it's not...it's not all a fair game 
and that is what I'm going to try to find out this summer 
exactly how those...I think that maybe we should look at, if a 
violation is from a compliance check, there should be separate 
or different fines for that...for that action. If that person, 
if the minor is picked up with alcohol in his possession and he 
says I got it from ABC Liquor Store on 5th and K Street, why, 
fine, then that person is really in violation and that young


